BEDWORTH, 


Feb.,  1915. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Bulkington  Urban  District  Council. 


GENTLEMEN. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  on  the  Health  of  your  District  for  the  Year  1914. 

Physical  Features,  etc. 

Soil  is  composed  of  clay  and  light  loam  ; subsoil  is  clay  and  gravel. 

The  District  comprises  the  villages  of  Bulkington,  Ryton,  Weston-in-Arden,  Barnacle,  Mars- 
ton  Jabbett,  and  Bramcote. 

Chief  Occupations. 

$ 

Agriculture  ; ribbon  and  tape  weaving  ; granite  quarrying  at  Marston.  Many  of  the  male  in- 
habitants are  employed  in  the  coal  mines  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bedworth. 

Census  Returns,  1911. 

Area,  4,892  acres  ; Population,  1,838  ; number  of  houses,  465. 

Estimated  Population,  to  middle  of  1914,  is  1,925. 

Water  Supply. 

Water  Supply  is  wholly  from  shallow  wells.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Council  to  adopt  a 
Water  Scheme,  but,  at  present,  this  remains  somewhat  in  abeyance  until  the  sewerage  matters  are 
more  forward. 

Drainage. 

Surface  drains  are  laid  in  the  more  thickly-populated  parts  of  the  District.  These  are  con- 
nected with  catch-pits  at  various  points,  in  which  the  solid  matter  collects,  and  is  removed.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  contents  is  conducted  into  ditches,  and  is  not  subjected  to  any  special  treatment. 

Sewerage  Scheme. 

The  Council  have  now  taken  the  Sewerage  Scheme  in  hand  very  thoroughly.  The  Scheme 
has  been  passed  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  it  only  remains  for  the  remaining  way  leaves  to 
be  settled  before  tenders  are  advertised  for. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  actual  number  of  sanitary  conveniences  of  each  type  is  as  follows : — 

No.  of  privies  with  fixed  receptacles  ...  ...  ...  276 

No.  of  privies  with  moveable  receptacles  ...  ...  27 

No.  of  fresh  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

No.  of  waste  water  and  hand  flushed  closets  ...  ...  10 

The  Council  still  permit  the  erection  of  closets  on  the  conservancy  system,  but,  when  the 
Sewerage  and  Water  Schemes  are  completed,  I understand  it  is  the  Council’s  intention  to  insist  on 
the  erection  of  water  closets.  For  the  time  being,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  recommends  the  erection 
of  pail  closets,  so  that  they  may  be  converted  easily  when  the  time  arrives. 

I regret  to  say  that  I am  unable  to  give  the  number  of  conversions  from  one  type  of  closet  to 
another,  as  no  records  of  such  conversions  have  been  kept  in  the  past. 

Scavenging. 

The  present  Contractor  for  Scavenging  is  Ohas.  B.  Hughes,  of  Home  Farm,  Bulkington.  The 
ashpits,  etc.,  are  emptied  as  often  as  required,  or  upon  receipt  of  notice  in  waiting  from  the  Inspector, 
or  from  any  occupier  or  owner. 


Sanitary  Inspection 


The  Sanitary  Inspector,  during  liis  short  tenure  of  office,  has  made  frequent  inspections  as  to 
sanitary  conditions  in  the  District. 


At  my  request,  he  has  made  a complete  classification  and  enumeration  of  the  sanitary  con- 
veniences, a duty  entailing  a very  considerable  amount  of  work,  and  one  of  which  no  previous  record 
existed. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  as  follows : — 

Summary  op  Work  Done,  1914. 


Inspections 

made. 

Formal  Notice 

by  Authority. 

Nuisances 

Abated. 

Dwelling  Houses— Overcrowding 

1 

1 

1 

„ „ — Unfit  for  Habitation 

62 

3 

4 

Cow  Sheds 

20 

— 

— 

Canal  Boats 

25 

— 

House  Drainage — Provision  of  Drain  ... 

5 

5 

5 

„ „ — Other  Faults 

2 

1 

1 

115 

10 

11 

Housing*  Aet. 

The  Inspector  reports  as  follows 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  62 

Number  of  houses  found  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  5 


Character  of  Defects. 

Remedy  of  Defects. 

Nos.  1 and  2 ... 

Dilapidated,  damp,  and  un ventilated... 

Pulled  down  and  being  rebuilt. 

No.  3 

Damp  and  dilapidated  ; thatch  in  bad 
condition  ... 

Remedied. 

„ 4 

Dirty  and  unventilated 

Being  remedied. 

„ 5 

Very  damp  and  thatch  in  bad  con- 
dition 

Under  consideration. 

No  Closing  Orders  were  made. 


Number  of  houses  built  and  inhabited  during  1914  is  2. 


The  Housing  Accommodation  appears  to  be  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  District. 

Factories 

Have  been  visited  from  time  to  time  with  a view  to  their  sanitary  condition,  etc.,  and  have  been 
found  satisfactory. 

Notification  of  Births. 

During  the  year,  33  Births  only  were  notified  to  me  by  practitioners  and  midwives,  although 
49  Births  were  registered  in  the  District. 

The  notifications  received  by  me  are  forwarded  each  week  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  are  again  sent  by  him  to  the  Health  Visitor,  who  visits  the  homes  of  the  parents  and 
gives  advice  as  to  the  care  of  the  infants. 


With  a view  to  the  lessening  of  Infant  Mortality,  it  is  important  that  the  Health  Visitor 
should  receive  a complete  list  of  Births. 

In  order  that  the  notifications  may  be  more  complete  in  future,  I should  advise  the  Council 
to  send  further  notice  of  the  requirements  of  the  Act,  together  with  supplies  of  Notification  Forms, 
to  those  practising  in  the  District. 

Infectious  Disease. 

The  only  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  were  4 cases  of  Erysipelas. 

No  case  of  Scarlatina  occurred. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

No  case  of  Tuberculosis  was  notified  in  the  District. 


The  Bramcote  Sanatorium  is  used  for  the  reception  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  under 
the  Insurance  Act.  Five  deaths  occurred  in  this  institution,  all  of  which  were  non-residents  of  your 
District. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births. — Number  registered  was  49,  viz.,  28  males  and  21  females,  giving  a Birth  Rate  of 
25'4  per  1,000  per  annum,  as  against  the  exceptional  one  of  38‘5  per  1,000  in  1913. 


Deaths. — 22  Deaths  occurred  belonging  to  the  District,  viz.,  13  males  and  9 females,  giving  a 
Death  Rate  of  11*4  per  1,000  per  annum,  as  against  17'4  per  1,000  in  1913  (33  Deaths). 


The  number  includes  5 Deaths  which  occurred  among  residents,  as  follows: — 


Coventry  Hospital 
Union  Workhouse 
Hatton  Asylum 


2 

2 

1 

5 


Deaths  were  Distributed  as  Follows 


Bulkington 

Ryton 

Weston  ... 
Out  of  District 


12 

4 
1 

5 

22 


Ages  at  which  Deaths  Took  Place 


Under  1 year  ... 


1 year  and  under  2 

2 years  „ „ 5 


5 

11 

11 

„ 15 

15 

11 

11 

„ 25 

25 

11 

11 

„ 45 

45 

11 

11 

„ 65 

65 

11 

and  upwards 

6 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

2 

11 

22 


The  greatest  number  of  Deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  65. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  under  one  year,  to  registered  births  per  1,000,  is  122,  against  150  for 

1913. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  is  nil,  as  against  1*5  in  1913. 


The  increase  of  Births  over  Deaths  is  27,  as  against  40  in  1913. 


Analysis  of  Deaths,  1914. 


Cause. 

Under 

1 

Year. 

1—5. 

5—15. 

15—25. 

25—65. 

65 

& up- 
wards. 

Total. 

Burns 

1 

1 

General  Paralysis  of  tlie  Insane... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Senility 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

Heart  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

2 

Premature  Birth 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Apoplexy  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Infantile  Atrophy 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Intussussception 

1 

1 

6 

2 

0 

0 

3 

11 

22 

Analysis  of  Births  and  Deaths,  1914. 


Month. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

January 

3 

2 

2 

1 

February 

1 

0 

0 

0 

March  ... 

0 

4 

2 

1 

April 

2 

1 

1 

1 

May 

3 

2 

1 

2 

June 

1 

2 

3 

1 

July  ... 

2 

4 

0 

1 

August  ... 

4 

3 

0 

0 

September 

3 

0 

3 

0 

October... 

1 

0 

0 

2 

November 

5 

1 

1 

0 

December 

3 

2 

0 

0 

28 

21 

13 

9 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

LIONEL  ED.  ORTON, 


M.O.H. 


